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a debating  society.    Asked  if he  believed that the Delhi Pact was dead he
said it was for the Congress President to say,
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289.    INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS1

BOMBAY,
December 28, 1931

Mahatma Gandhi denied the rumour that he was seeking an interview
with the Viceroy and discussing with him the situation in the country.

The Mahatma pleaded that he had had no time to study the recent
developments in the country and what he had heard from his colleagues till
then was only 'titbits*. He, therefore, declined to pass any opinion on the
subject. But when asked if, when the Ordinances were in force in the country,
it would not be difficult for the Committees of the Round Table Conference
to function in India, he vouchsafed the remark:

Well, it is very difficult. But it is for the Government to
consider how the Committees shall work and function.

A pressman asked Gandhyi if he did not see a gloomy future for India
if she had to go through another fight to which Gandhyi replied promptly:

Even if India has got to go through another fiery ordeal, I
would not consider that a gloomy prospect in any sense of the
term.

SIR PRABHASHANKAR PATTANI : But you will try your utmost to prevent
another fiery ordeal?

GANDHIJI : I will strain every nerve to avoid a fiery ordeal
naturally enough. But if it becomes unavoidable., it is unbecoming
of a warrior to draw a long face when death is in front of him.
To me it may be imprisonment or a lathi charge.

A VOICE :    Or deportation.

GANDHIJI : To me imprisonment and deportation are con-
vertible terms. They make no difference.

SARDAR VALLABHBHAI     There may be a difference in climate.
GANDHIJI :    Climatic difference   I   do   not   mind.   (Laughter)

1 The interview took place at Mani Bhawan. Vallabhbhai Patel,  Subhas
Chandra Bose and Prabhashsinkar Pattani were present.